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hurrying me, and it is the last chance I shall have
this year. The Sioux, who so ruthlessly murdered
our beloved and amiable J. P. [Aulneau], have since
then been so often defeated by the french that they
have finally sued for peace. This has been concluded
with them, as it is feared that we shall soon have
war with our neighbors, the English. Monsieur de
la Verandrie has discovered a numerous nation of
pale-faced Savages, 30 leagues from fort St. Charles.
Had it not been for the death of our dear martyr,
these savages, whom he is said to have met with
during his expeditions, would already have received
the light of the Gospel, for they are very gentle and
amenable to reason. An inexhaustible mine of cop-
per has been discovered on the shores of lake
Superior, 700 leagues from here; but the profits will
never be very great, owing to the immense expense
of transporting the copper. The iron mines between
Quebec and Montreal, which have been worked
for a few years past, are more profitable, and begin
to give good returns. This last spring we sent out
an army against the chicachias, who 3 years ago
burned to death the Jesuit Father Sennat. Father
de la bretonniere accompanied the 300 Iroquois
from our village who take part in the war. Since
then I have been alone in this mission, burdened
with an inconceivable amount of work. Moreover,
during a part of the summer I was suffering from
gout, while there were a great many sick persons
to visit in the village. Not being able to walk, I
was carried on a stretcher when I had to administer
the Sacraments. I have not altogether recovered
yet. Should the same amount of work continue
for any great length of time, I could not hold out.



